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GRUTZMACHER'S LIFE OF JEROME 

GRUTZMACHER'S LIFE OF JEROME 
After six years of investigation, Griitzmacher has completed a biography 

of Jerome that promises to remain a standard of reference for decades. 
The only noteworthy change in method adopted in the concluding volume 
is a more extensive use of recent literature.' The year A. D. 400 is assigned 
as the cut for the third volume. The material is grouped under two 
headings, the Origenistic controversy and thence to A. D. 420, the year of 
Jerome's decease. 

There is an incisive and surprisingly impartial analysis of the various 
phases of the movement that necessarily terminated in the condemnation 
of Origen. Jerome came to regard himself as a pioneer of orthodoxy. His 
ardent admiration of Origen as exegete and theologian degenerated into a 
cruel exultation in being able to aid in nailing the main father of his former 
and subsequent exegetical work to the cross of heresy. The condemnation 
of Origen and the bitter quarrel with Rufinus did not end Jerome's torture. 
Augustine, Vigilantius, and Pelagius were yet to be encountered, and amid 
all the enmity Jerome's colorlessness as a theologian is ever conspicuous. 

During the last two decades of his life, Jerome's exegetical interest 
centered in the Psalms and the prophets. He continued to draw upon 
Origen for allegorical interpretation and upon Hebrew scholars for historical 
exegesis. His work on the Psalms is meager and superficial. The com- 
mentary on the niinor prophets is little more than a compilation. No 
attempt is made to account for the Aramaic portion of Daniel. A pre-exilic 
Isaiah is the author of the entire book that bears his name, not even except- 
ing chaps. 36-39. One of Jerome's best exegetical deliverances is his 
commentary on Ezekiel. In his Jeremiah, Jerome approaches most nearly 
to a historical interpretation, but mars his work by venomous ridicule of 
Origen. 

A few criticisms need to be made. The year A. D. 400 is an unfortunate 
choice for the cut of the third volume. The year of the publication of De 
viris illustribus, A. D. 392, is one of the few fixed dates in the life of Jerome 

SHieronymus: Eine biographische Studie zur alten Kirchengeschichte. Von 
Georg Griitzmacher. I, Leipzig, 19o01, viii+298 pages; II, Berlin, r906, viii+27o 
pages; III, Berlin, Trowitzsch, 1908, viii+293 pages. M. 20. For a review of the 
two previous volumes, see this Journal, April, 1907. 
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traditions linked it to them, was, as we have seen, by a strange political accident, 
arrayed for the moment against them. That the Son of God should continue to 
be the Lord of human life we owe to Nestorius. 

HARRY L. TAYLOR 
BOSTON 
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and should have furnished a more convenient and logical division. This 
would have avoided contradictions. The commentary on Matthew was 
not written prior to the beginning of the Origenistic controversy and yet it 
is discussed in the second volume instead of the third. Although Vol. III 
is said to begin with the year A. D. 400, the major portion of the long first 
chapter deals with events prior to that year. If such incomplete references 
as those on p. 45 should not be objected to, it is a serious defect that 
the magnificent triple-index is incomplete. The most important pages 
for reference are I: 99-I02, yet we look well-nigh in vain for any reference 
to them in the index. The main discussion of the Matthew commentary 
is in volume I: 244 ff., but the index fails to mention it. The narrative 
of the death of Jerome is appended without warning to a very brief discus- 
sion of the Pelagian controversy. The decease of the illustrious translator 
merited at least a separate section. 

CONRAD HENRY MOEHLMANN 
CHICAGO 

AN IMPORTANT EDITION OF SCHWENCKFELD'S WORKS 

The series of which this' is the first volume fills a place; it will do for 
Schwenkfeld what the Weimar edition is doing for Luther, and the "Corpus 
Reformatorum" for Melancthon and Calvin. One cannot but admire the 
zeal of the handful of followers of Schwenckfeld in undertaking so monu- 
mental a work. They propose to publish the complete works of Schwenck- 
feld, and to supplement them by a history of the Middle Way. The idea 
was conceived over a score of years ago, and from the beginning the editor- 
in-chief, Dr. Hartranft, has been identified with the project. This first 
volume indicates the amount of work that has been done, and is an earnest 
of the usefulness of the whole series. 

The volume consists of an "Advertisement," which relates the 
history of "Corpus Schwenckfeldianorum," an introduction, and the body 
of the work. The introduction gives a brief account of the life of Schwenck- 
feld, and devotes a considerable number of pages to his fundamental tenets. 
This introduction is marred by two very serious faults: its diction and its 
bias. "Markgraf" and "Herzog" are used instead of their English 
equivalents. They have, however, the virtue of belonging to some language 

'A Study of the Earliest Letters of Caspar Schwenckfeld von Ossig. Editor, 
Chester David Hartranft, Hartford Theological Seminary; associate editors, Otto 
Bernhard Schlutter, Elmer Ellsworth Schultz Johnson, Hartford Theological Seminary. 
"Corpus Schwenckfeldianorum." Published under the auspices of the Schwenckfelder 
Church, Pennsylvania, and the Hartford Theological Seminary, Connecticut. Vol. I. 
Leipzig: Breitkopf and Hartel, 190o7. viii+lxxi+661 pages. $7.00. 
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